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ITINERARY

THURSDAY 1  AND FRIDAY 2   

APRIL 2027

S T N D

Departs  Auckland:  approximate ly  10pm

Arr ives  Brusse ls :  1pm (Fr iday  2  Apr i l )

On arr iva l  a t  Brusse ls  Airport ,  we wi l l  be

met  and t ransferred to  our  Hi l ton Li l le

Hote l  ( in  France)  for  the  next  7  n ights .

Arr iva l  into the  hote l  should be around

4pm so perfect  to  go s t ra ight  to  our  rooms

for  a  f reshen up and at  6pm we wi l l  have

nibbles  and dr inks  in  the  hote l  where  we’ l l

g ive  out  maps and advice  about  the  loca l

area .  I f  you’re  exhausted and have fa l len

as leep,  we’ l l  have the  re levant  informat ion

a lso ava i lab le  a t  breakfast  in  the  morning .

FRIDAY 2  -  FRIDAY 9  APRIL
N D T H

Hil ton Ci ty  Centre

335 Bd de Leeds

59777 Li l le ,  France

In Fr iday  2  Apr i l  Out  Fr iday  9  Apr i l  7

nights

Non-smoking room inc ludes  f ree  Wi-Fi

Ful l  breakfast  inc luded

SATURDAY 3  APRIL
R D

I t ’ s  our  1st  day  proper  on tour  and in  a l l

l ike l ihood a  l i t t le  t i redness  wi l l  be  ev ident

so we’re  having a  day  away from our  coach.

The morning i t se l f  wi l l  have a  low key s tar t

a l though at  10am we wi l l  have a  gu ided

walk ing tour  f rom our  hote l  which wi l l

f in ish a t  1pm in the  cu l tura l  centre  of  Li l le

where  we can f ind ourse lves  some lunch

and wander  back to  the  hote l  a t  le i sure .

Inc identa l ly ,  our  hote l  i s  oppos i te  the  main

tra in  s ta t ion for  those  want ing to  explore

on th ier  own.

SATURDAY 3  APRIL (cont. . . )
R D

Our guided tour  wi l l  take  us  amongst

remarkable  landmarks  in  th is  enchant ing

c i ty  such as  the  17th-centur y  Par is  Gate,  a

masterp iece  of  mi l i tar y  archi tecture.  We’ l l

a l so see  the  Bel f r y  of  Li l le  Town Hal l  and

severa l  h is tor ic  bui ld ings  sur rounding the

main square  a long wi th the  Column of  the

Goddess  which commemorates  the

res is tance to  Austr ian s iege.  The Grand

Palace  which i s  the  hear t  of  Li l le  and the

Li l le  Cathedra l  wi l l  a l so be on our  “to see”

l i s t .

SUNDAY 4  APRIL
T H

A fasc inat ing though sombre day  a t  t imes,

as  we v is i t  the  Somme 1916 museum, are

shown around the Somme bat t lef ie ld  and

vis i t  4  war  cemeter ies  –  namely  Hei l ly

Stat ion Cemeter y,  Ci te  Bonjean mi l i tar y

Cemeter y,  Caterp i l l a r  Val ley  Cemeter y  (a

monument  to  1 ,200 New Zealand off icers

and men whose bodies  were  never

discovered and have no marked g raves  i s  a

feature)  in  Longueva l  and a lso in  the  town

-This t le  Dump Cemeter y.  Another  feature

of  the  day  wi l l  be  a  s top in  the  beaut i fu l

town of  Ar ras  and a  v is i t  to  the  Wel l ington

Tunnels  –  an intr igu ing underg round c i ty

bui l t  in  1917 in  par t  by  engineers  of  the

Maor i  P ioneer  Bat ta l ion.

MONDAY 5  APRIL
T H

We’ l l  depar t  L i l le  a t  9am th is  morning and

we head s t ra ight  to  the  beaut i fu l  medieva l

Belg ium c i ty  of  Br uges  where  we park up

from 10.30am unt i l  6pm.  Known as  "The

Venice  of  the  Nor th" because  of  i t s  many

cana ls,  i t ’s  famed for  the  t rad i t iona l  making

of  lace  and of  course,  l ike  many other

towns and c i t ies  in  the  reg ion,  Be lg ian

chocolate.



ITINERARY

MONDAY 5  APRIL (cont. . . )
T H

Also wor th v is i t ing/viewing in  the  c i ty  i s

the  13th centur y  Bel f r y  of  Br uges,  the

Br idge of  Love,  The Church of  Our Lady

(which houses  Michelange lo ' s  Madonna and

chi ld  marble  scu lpture)  and the Rosar y

Quay ( the  most  photogenic  spot  in  the  c i ty

where  severa l  cana ls  jo in  together)  and the

Lace Centre.  The Market  Square  has  p lenty

of  p laces  to  t r y  Belg ian Chocolate,  waff les,

f r ies  and beers  and we wi l l  a r range an ear ly

Group meal  in  th is  v ic in i ty  –  probably

4 .30pm to 6pm because  we need to get

ourse lves  to  the  Menin Gate  in  Ypres.

The Menin Gate  Memoria l  in  Ypres,

Belg ium,  i s  a  major  WWI monument

honour ing 54 ,896 miss ing Commonweal th

sold iers  wi th no known g raves.  Des igned by

Regina ld  Blomfie ld  and unvei led in  1927,  i t

features  s tone panels  inscr ibed wi th names.

I t  i s  a  renowned s i te  of  remembrance,

featur ing a  da i ly  "Last  Post"  ceremony at  8

p.m.

TUESDAY 6  APRIL
T H

Another  day  on the coach but  we’re

heading to  the  beach today and wi th a  loca l

gu ide onboard we’ l l  do a  dr ive  around

Dunkirk  wi th occas iona l  s tops  -  some of

the h ighl ights  wi l l  inc lude the  1940

Museum, the  h is tor ica l  s i tes  of  the  Bat t le

of  Dunkirk  and Operat ion Dynamo ( the

famed Dunkirk  evacuat ion)  and we’ l l  a l so

stop at  the  evacuat ion beaches  themselves.

Today,  these  beaut i fu l ,  wide sandy beaches

are  peacefu l  and serene but ,  in  the  spr ing

of  1940,  the  s i tuat ion was  ver y  d i f ferent .

Our tour  wi l l  a l so inc lude The East  Mole

located in  the  por t ,  the  point  f rom which

most  so ld iers  were  evacuated and s top at  an

impress ive  bunker,

  We wi l l  a l so see  the  Pr incess  El izabeth

paddle  s teamer,  which famously  made four

return cross ings  between England and

Dunkirk  and rescued 1 ,673 t roops dur ing

Operat ion Dynamo.  Also inc luded i s

Dunkirk  Town Cemeter y  where  members  of

the Maor i  P ioneer  Bat ta l ion were  la id  to

rest .

We’ l l  then head east  a long the  coast  to  the

seas ide  town of  Ostend in  Belg ium where

we’ l l  s top for  a  la te  g roup lunch and have

t ime to wander  around the town for  a

couple  of  hours  before  heading back to  our

Li l le  base  around 5pm.

WEDNESDAY 7  APRIL
T H

Spec i f ic  t imings  for  today wi l l  be  g iven

much la ter  but  the  day  wi l l  inc lude return

fast  t ra in  seats  f rom Li l le  to  Par is  (Gare  du

Nord s ta t ion) ,  a  snapshot  dr ive  around the

main at t ract ions  in  Par is  which wi l l  inc lude

the Opera ,  the  Louvre,  Montmar tre  and the

Sacre  Coeur,  the  Trocadero and the Eif fe l

Tower.  We’ l l  then have a  spectacular  lunch

cr uise  on the Se ine  River  and go from the

Eiffe l  Tower  to  the  Notre  Dame and back ,

a l l  the  whi le  ser ved a  spectacular  lunch

with dr inks.  Our return t ra in  to  Li l lewi l l  be

discussed wi th the  g roup la ter.

THURSDAY 8  APRIL
T H

After  a  busy  week you have a  f ree  day  to  do

stuff  you might  have missed and,  of

course,  we ’ l l  he lp.  Some of  you might

choose to  s tay  the  Wednesday n ight  in  Par is

and catch the  t ra in  back to  Li l le  on

Thursday and there  are  a  hundred d i f ferent

opt ions  ava i lab le  to  you as  Li l le  i s  wel l

ser ved by t ra in  connect ions.
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TUESDAY 27  APRIL
T H

We’ l l  be  depar t ing our  Li l le  Hote l  a t  9am

and heading to  Ypres  aga in  and v is i t ing the

Maor i  P ioneer  fa l len a t  a  number  of  War

cemeter ies  and memoria l s  in  and around

the town -  these  wi l l  inc lude Underhi l l ,

Rampar ts  Li l le  Gate,  Strand Mi l i tar y,  Berks

Cemeter y  extens ion,  Buttes  New Br i t i sh

and Li j ssenthoek.  We’ l l  have a  boxed lunch

with us  on the coach today as  we need to

be at  the  a i rpor t  a t  3pm.

Our f l ight  wi l l  be  depar t ing Br usse ls  a t

5 .30pm and ar r iv ing Is tanbul  a t  8 .30pm

where  we’ l l  be  met  and t ransfer red into our

centra l  Is tanbul  hote l  and meet  up wi th the

main g roup.

COST: NZ$4,490** per  person

Single Supplement:  NZ$980**

TOUR COST/DEPOSITS/PAYMENTS

**The quoted tour prices are based on

Cur rency Exchange rates as  of  15  March

2026 and are subject  to al terat ion (up or

down) in the event  of  marked cur rency

f luctuations.

A deposit  of  NZ$3,000 per  person is

required to confir m your place on the

tour.

The balance of  $1 ,490 per  person is

required by 30 November 2026

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS

Escor ted by Maor i  hosts  f rom Aotearoa

New Zealand and back to  Aotearoa New

Zealand 

Ser v ices  of  an Epic  Journeys  tour  guide

throughout

Loca l  Engl i sh-speaking tour  guides  and

loca l  war  h is tor ians  used in  both

Belg ium and France

Your f l ights  to  and from NZ or

Austra l ia  are  inc luded in  the  tour  cost

for  the  main journey of  remembrance

star t ing in  Is tanbul  –  your  f l ight  to

Br usse ls  wi l l  rep lace  the  f l ight  to

Is tanbul  in  that  instance.

Your  One Way f l ight  Br usse ls  to

Is tanbul

Pr ivate  v is i t s  to  373 Maor i  Bata l l ion war

g raves  across  12 War Cemeter ies  and

Memoria ls

4  s tar  hote l  in  Li l le  wi th fu l l  breakfast

da i ly

Luxur y  coaches  throughout  wi th WiFi

access  and to i le t  where  poss ib le

Ful l  day  tour  to  Par is  inc luding return

tra ins,  pr ivate  tour  of  Par is  and luxur y

Se ine r iver  lunch cr u ise

Al l  t ransfers  and tours,  wi th  a l l  entrance

fees  as  deta i led in  the  i t inerar y

Al l  f l ight  taxes,  accommodat ion taxes

and ser v ice  fees  throughout  the  tour

Other  meals  as  deta i led in  the  i t inerar y

– g roup lunches  and d inners.
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